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species," as moss between corruption arid a plant, bats between birds and quadrupeds/' and so on.
It is singular that, in the Novum Organum, the functions of Primary Philosophy are assigned to Natural Philosophy, the ec great mother of the sciences/' the " trunk" from which if the individual arts and sciences be separated, they cannot grow,5 while some of the common axioms with which the Primary Philosophy deals occur as examples of the Instantise Conformes or Parallel Instances.6 Both in describing the relation of the individual sciences to Natural Philosophy and in bringing together his "Parallel Instances/' the predominant idea in Bacon's mind seems to be that of the unity of nature amidst all its variety.7
The student of Ancient Philosophy will not fail to compare with Bacon's conception of the Primary Philosophy that " synoptical view of the relationship of the various sciences one with another and with the nature of real being,"8 in the study of which the young philosophers of Plato's Republic are to spend ten years of their lives, after they have studied the sciences separately as boys, and before they enter on the supreme science of Dialectic or the study of Being in itself. What, however, suggested to Bacon the name, and what really corresponded more to his own conception than he seems to have
5  See Nov.   Org.  book i.   aphs.  79,  80, and   my notes   on  these aphorisms.
6  Nov. Org. book ii. aph. 27.
7  The idea of the unity of science is the complement of that of the unity of nature, each implying the other.    " Let all divisions of knowledge/' says Bacon (De Augmentis, book iv. ch. 1), "be understood and employed " rather for lines to mark or distinguish, " than for sections to cut and separate; in order that solution of continuity in sciences may always be avoided.   For the contrary hereof has made particular sciences to become barren, shallow, and erroneous."
8  See Plato's Republic, book vii. p. 537 b, c.dent" as are those of Hobbes, Shaftesbury, and Hume.                                      ;
